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—though disapproved by many and more common in less educated speech, used
orally in most parts of the U.S. by many cultivated speakers esp. in the phrase ain’t
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To sum things up, the linguistic relativity hypothesis has thus far received very
little convincing support. Our best guess is that the effects of language structure will
be found to be limited and localized.
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I lingered long after the office was ended, watching, pondering how in the world
one could help a small bird which had flown into the church but could find no way
out again. I suspect it will remain there, fluttering round and round distractedly, far
up under the arched roof, till it dies exhausted. I seem to have heard of a writer who
likened man’s life to a bird passing just once only, on some winter night, from win-
dow to window, across a cheerfully-lighted hall. The bird, taken captive by the ill-
luck of a moment, re-tracing its issueless circle till it expires within the close vault-
ing of that great stone church : —human life may be like that bird too!
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To burn always with this hard, gemlike flame, to maintain this ecstasy, is success
in life. In a sense it might even be said that our failure is to form habits : for, after
all, habit is relative to a stereotyped world, . . .
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Metaphor is one of the most powerful engines in the construction of human speech,
and without it we can hardly imagine how any language could have progressed be-
yond the simplest rudiments. . . .
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“Why, Sir, you find no man, at all intellectual, who is willing to leave London. No,
Sir, when a man is tired of London, he is tired of life ; for there is in London all that
life can afford.”
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A grain, which in England is generally given to horses, but in Scotland supports the
people.
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Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed
and digested.
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